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sistance wai triggand by a statement at- 
tributed to FBI agent James P. Hosty Jr. 
by Dallas police U Jack ReviU on the day 
of the assMsinatton. FBI memos show. 

Revlll. now amistent chief and the sec- 
ond most powerful figure on the Dallas 
police force, claimed at the time that 
Hosty told him the FBI knew before the 
assassination that Ue Harvey Oswald 
was "capable of committing the assassi- 
nation of President Kennedy.” Hosty 
later denied making such a statement 

The problem wes compounded when 
Curry said on television the day after the 
assassination the FBI wanted to cover up 
information that it was aware of Oswald’s 
■presence in Dallas and had not notified 
Dallas police. He retracted the statement 
after Shanklin challenged him to prove 
it. 

Months later in 1964, Curry, under 
pressure from the FBI, wrote Shanklin a 
letter stating neither Shanklin n6r any 
other FBI source "ever asked me to 
'cover up' the fact that the FBI knew Lee 
Harvey Oswald was in Dallas" before the 
assassination. The next day Hoover wrote 
a memo instructing an aide to "caution 
Shanklin that any contacts with Curry 
and (City Mgr. El^n) Crull in the future 
uc most circumspect." 

Earlier, on April 28, 1964, Hoover had 
written Instructions to Shanklin that he 
"and personnel of your office are to deal 
at arm's length with Dellas Police Depart- 
ment personneL We will not extend 
training assistan c e, nor will we accept 
candidates from that department to the 
(FBI) National Academy.” 

IN DECEMBER 1964 Shanklin told 
Hoover in a letter that Curry was request- 
ing FBI assisunca in training Dallas po- 
lice on mob and riot control. Sianklin 
said President Lyndon Johnson had in- 
structed the FBI to make riot control 
training available to all police depart- 
ments in the country. * 

"I am also of the opinion that if we re- 
fuse to make this training available to 
the biggest police department in our ter- 
ritory, that we may be in a somewhat un- 
tenable position,” Shanklin told Hoover. 

Hoover agreed to extend mob and riot 
control training to Dallas police "in this 
one instance; however, this single excep- 
tion does not change existing instruc- 
tions regarding future training requests 
or other relations with that department.” 

The cold war continued for two years, 
until the Dallas mayor visited Hoover’s 
office. Hoover wrote a memo to Shanklin 
stating that at the meeting on Jan. 19, 
1966. Jonsson "asked to discuss the se- 
rious breach between this bureau and 
the Dallas Police Department, if one ex- 
ists." 


"I informed Mayor Jonsson that a 
breach in relations with Chief of Police 
Curry and his department does exist.” 
Hoover wrote. “I made it perfectly clear 
actions and statements by Chief Curry 
and some of his personnel with respect to 
the bureau clearly indicated they are in- 
competent, blabbermouths and, in soma 
. instances, liars. 

“MAYOR JONSSON assured me he is 
going to immediately instruct the Dallas 
city manager to have a stern talk with 
Chief furry and lay down ceruin guide- 
lines under which Curry will be ex- 
pected to operate. Among those guide- 
lines are orders that Curry shall be cer- 
tain of bis facts in any sutamants made, 
establish tight dUcipIlne In his depart- 
ment and be circumspect fh his remarks 
to the press. 

“I told Jonsson the bureau will re- 
sume training assistance to the Dallas P» 
lice Department if be can assure me that 
Curry has been brought under proper 
controls, and that discipline has been es- 
tablished in the police department.” 

Hoover said Jonsson told him ha 
would have a "stern talk" the next day . 
with City Mgr. Crull and instruct him to 
“prepare guidelines under which the 
Dallas Police Department and Chief 
Curry are to operate." 

Jonsson assured Hoover he would 
give Crull and Curry two weeks to imple- 
ment the guidelines, at which time Jons- 
son would check to ensure his instruc- 
tions were carried out, according to Hoo- 
ver’s memo. 

"If they have been,” Hoover said, “be 
will so advise me and request that we 
again extend training assisunca to the 
Dallas Police Department” 

Jonsson said recently be recalls meet- 
ing with Hoover In his office, but they 
"Just ulked about police problems in gen- 
eral. What we talked about was a wide 
range of things and I don't remember 
any comment about Curry or the Dallas 
Police Department. 

”I 'THINK I would have remembered if 
these things (in Hoover's memo to 
Shanklin) had been said,” Jonsson said. 
"I do remember that Hoover commented 
on Martin Luther King, and not favor- 
ably. But that's the only thing I really re- 
member clearly about it. That made an 
impression on me.” 

When Crull announced the day Curry 
resigned that Charles Batchelor would 
be the new chief, Shanklin wrote Hoover 
a memo saying Batchelor "has been very 
cooperative with the bureau and be was 
not involved in any of the controversy 
arising over the assassination." 

Hoover wrote back to Shanklin that 
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"should the new chief of police be an in- 
dividual with whom the' bureau can 
work, you should submit appropriate rec- 
ommendation regarding the resumption 
of normal cooperative relations with that 
department” 

Three days later, Shanklin wrote Hco- 
ver to say the FBI "can cerulnly work 
with him, and I therefore recommend 
that the restriction on dealing with the 
Dallas Police Department be removed 
and that wa resume normal cooperative 
relations.” 

Hoover responded that if Shanklin 
can work with Batchelor "and be runA 
the Dallas Police Department with a firm 
hand, you may resume normal coopem 
tiva relations with that department This 
includes the extending of training assist- 
ance locally, and the nomination of quali- 
fied candidates to future sessions of the 
FBI National Academy.” 

LATER IN 1966 the FBI forced Batche. 
lor to take action against Revlll, the 
other Hoover nemesis who reported that 
Hosty had told him the FBI knew of 
Oswald’s potential for violence before 
the assassination. 

In. July 1966 ShankUn revealed to 
Batchelor and Jonsson that ReviU and 
another officer copied an FBI report list- ' 
ing the names of suspected Mafia mem- ^ 
bers in key U5. cities, including Dallas, i 
and forwarded it to Los Angeles PoUce 
Department InteUigence officers. 

Batchelor reacted by transferring Re- 
vill from intelligence to a "less critical” 
area in the personnel bureau, Batchelor 
wrote Hoover. Batchelor apologized andi 
told the FBI director that "such unetbl-' 
cal and unauthorized use of information ' 
obuined from another police agency 
does not have the approval of this depart- : 
ment." 

I 

BATCHELOR would only tell report- 
ers that the transfer of ReviU and others 
was "an internal police affair." 

On Nov. 3, 1966, Hoover wrote Sbank- 
lin a memo advising that Batchelor vi- 
sited Hoover's office the day before and 
"expressed to me his deep apprectaUon . 
for the cooperation bis department re-; 
ceived from the FBI. I assured him of the | 
full cooperation of the FBI in all matters 
of mutual interest. For your information, 
a photograph was taken at the end of this 
visit and photograph is bc|ii)g sent sepa- 
rately to Chief Datebe'or ” 

Batchelor died at the end. of 1969 after 
coming under increasing criticism from 
within police department ranks. Bight 
months before Batchelor’s death, Jons- 
son denied rumors of an "eagiy retire- 
ment” of the chief. 
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FBI agents silent 
on any vendetta 
with Dallas police 

DALLAS lAP) — Dallas FBI agents declined to 
comment Tuesday on a report that former FBI Direc- 
tor J. Edgar Hoover conducted a 2Vk-year vendetta 
against the Dallas PoUce Department ^ause of per- 
sonal anger directed at Jesse Curry, then chief of 
police. 

The Dallas Morninp News, citing documents ob- 
tained under the Freedom of Information Act, re- 
ported Tuesday that Hoover was angry at remarks 
made concerning the FBI’s role in the Kennedy assas- 
sination investigation and ordered local agents to 
cease all cooperation with the poUce force here from 
early 1964 unUl Cuny resigned Ui 1966. 

DalUs FBI agent U.H. Specht Mid Tuesday that his 
office had no comment on Uie newspaper si ory. 

"You’re deaUng with a research story, with histori- 
cal things that happened IS years ago befon! I even 
Joined the bureau," be said. "You're dealing with an 
area of archaeology. It . . . certainly does not. reflect 
any attitudes or feeUngs the current (FBI) adminis- 
tration has toward the Dallas PoUce Department.” 
The in Washington declined comment 
'Ilte newspaper sakl Hoover, in early 1964, ordered 
his agents to stop teaching at tto Dallas PoUce Acade- 
my and refused to train Dallas officers at the FBI 
National Academy in Washington until Cuny's 1966 
resignaUon. 

The rift came when Curry said the FBI tried to bide 
the (act that it knew Lee Harvw Oswald was in DaUas 
but had not notified poUce, The News saidL (hirry 
later retracted the remark. 

The Warren Commission in 1964 identified 
Oswald as Kennedy’s assassin/' 

Despite a written apology from Curry, Hoover 
wrote Dallas agent-in-ebarge J. Gordon ShankUn in 
April 1964 that he and "personnel of your of fice are to 
deal at arm’s length with Dallas Pcdice Department 
personneL We will not extend training assistance, 
nor will we accept candidates from that department 
to the National Academy," according to documents 
quoted by The News. 

Almost two yean later, In 1966, Hoover wi’ote that 
Dallas Mayor Erik Jonsson had “asked to discuss the 
serious breach between this bureau and the Dallas 
PoUce Department, if one exists.” 

“I informed Mayor Jonsson that a breach, in rela- 
tions with Chief of Police Curry and his department 
does exist,” Hoover wrote. "I made it perfectly clear 
actions and sutements by Chief Curo' and some of 
his personnel with respect to the bureau clearly 
indicated they are incompetent, blabbermouths and, 
in some insunces, Uars.” 

Hoover said Jonsson promised to"lay down ceruin 
guidelines under which Curry wiU be expected to 
operate.” including "orders that Curry shall be cer- 
uin of his (acts Ui any sutemenu made, csublish 
tightdiscip^einhisdepartmentandbecircumspect 
in bis remarks to the press,” the newspape r said. 

Jonsson said recently be recalls meeting vdtb Hoo- 
ver. but he did not remember "any comment about 
(hirry or the Dallas Police DepartmenL” 

After Charles Batchelor was announced as Curry’s 
successor. Hoover wrote Shanklin that if Batchelor 

“runs the Dallas Police Department withafiirm band, 
you may resume normal cooperative relations with 
that department” ' 

mp-hitinr died in 1969, Curry died last Jime. 


